Artel's MVS ™ Multichannel Verification System is an integrated system providing accuracy and precision information about automated multichannel liquid-handling equipment in less than 5 min. Integra Biosciences has launched the MEDIAJET, a system that enables automated filling of up to 540 Petri dishes at the push of a button. Incorporating a mechanical dish guidance system, monitored by a set of sensors throughout the filling process, the compact MEDIAJET provides walk-away operation. All functions on the MEDIAJET are controlled via a graphical user interface. The software has the ability to store up to 20 programmable methods. Designed to incorporate seamlessly into IQ/OQ certified environments, the MEDIAJET can label individual agar plates with all Product Focus Journal of Biomolecular Screening 11(2); 2006 the relevant data to ensure complete dish traceability (via an optional inkjet printer module).
Integra has also introduced the VACUSAFE comfort, a vacuum system that has been specifically developed for aspiration of biohazardous liquids. Incorporating pump unit, waste collection bottle, tubing, and hand operator in a single instrument, the system fits below commercially available laminar flow hoods. Coupled with a range of available adapters, the system provides the ability to aspirate liquids from cell culture vessels, centrifuge tubes, sample vials, and 24-and 96-well plates. For more information, visit www.integra-biosciences.com.
Matrix Technologies Corporation
has introduced positive displacement pipetting capabilities for the PlateMate Plus and PlateMate 2 × 2 automated liquid handlers. These interchangeable syringe heads are for applications requiring the pipetting of volumes down to 100 nL, caustic reagents, high vapor pressure liquids, and resin/bead solutions.
Matrix has also introduced a single-channel, noncontact nanoliter dispense system for the Hydra II line of automated pipettors. When coupled with the Hydra II's 96-or 384-channel positive displacement pipetting capabilities, the eDrop handles lowvolume PCR in 96-and 384-formats, preparing protein crystallography plates and serial dispenses for dose-response curves. For more information, visit www.matrixtechcorp.com.
Genevac has introduced a new version of the HT-12 Series II system for removing strongly acidic chemicals from its samples. The HT-12 HCl system enables chemists to evaporate high concentrations of HCl, achieving cleaner synthesis and deprotection than using other acids, such as trifluoroacetic acid. The system uses inert and corrosion-proof materials to enable high concentrations of hydrochloric acid and other acid chlorides to be removed. The system accommodates a wide range of sample formats. Control software allows the HT-12 to automatically detect when the samples are dry and then shut it down, safeguarding samples from potential thermal degradation. For more information, visit www.genevac.com.
Deerac has introduced the Fluidics' Equator HTS system, which dispenses with a volume range of 50 nL to 20 µL via 8-channel pipetting and is adaptable to assays in 96-, 384-, and 1536-well plate formats. A stirring device enables homogeneous mixing of cells and beads, and the FastWash mechanism allows for rapid washing of dispense tips. Independent channel control enables gradient dispensing of liquids and the potential to dispense up to 8 different liquids. Liquids can be "spotted" in patterns onto flat surfaces or well plates for biomarker/multiplex assays. The Equator HTS can also be integrated with stackers and other robotic equipment for walk-away automation. For more information, visit www.deerac.com. Journal of Biomolecular Screening 11(2); 2006 We invite companies to submit product information for the Journal of Biomolecular Screening Product Focus section. While every effort is made to include as many product announcements as possible, the editors reserve the right to select the products they deem most appropriate for the section and may revise copy as necessary.
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